
W h a t  a r e  y o u r  f av o r i t e  d a n c e  s t y l e s ?

O f  a l l  g e n r e s ,  m y  f a v o r i t e  i s  J a z z ,  f o r  i t s  e n e r g y
a n d  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s .

W h o  wa s  y o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n a l
c h o r e o g r a p h e r ?

T h e  c h o r e o g r a p h e r s  w h o  m o s t  i n s p i r e  m e  a r e
l o c a l  a r t i s t s :  K a r e n  D a v i s - J o n e s ,  S t a c y e  M a r k e y ,
a n d  C e l e s t e  M e r c a d e l .  T h e i r  v i s i o n a r y
m o v e m e n t ,  p a s s i o n ,  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  c o n t i n u a l l y
i g n i t e  m y  o w n  c r e a t i v e  s p i r i t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  m e
t o  p u r s u e  n e w  a r t i s t i c  h e i g h t s .

W h a t  k e y  t a k e away s  c a n  r e a d e r s
e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  i n  y o u r  b o o k  B l a c k
D a n c e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ?

T h e  t a k e a w a y s  a r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r i c h n e s s  o f
L o u i s i a n a ’ s  B l a c k  d a n c e  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  k e y
t a k e a w a y  i s  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s
s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  l e g a c i e s  a s  o t h e r  a r t i s t i c
p r a c t i c e s  a m o n g  p e o p l e  o f  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A f r i c a n  d i a s p o r a .  E a c h  L o u i s i a n a
B l a c k  d a n c e  g e n r e  w a s  p r e d i c a t e d  o n  t h e
c u l t u r e s  a n d  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f
i t s  o r i g i n s  h e r e .  O u r  d a n c e  e v o l v e d  a s  a  p r a c t i c e
s p e c i f i c  t o  B l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .
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	What are your favorite dance styles?
	Of all genres, my favorite is Jazz, for its energy and expressiveness.

	Who was your inspirational choreographer?
	The choreographers who most inspire me are local artists: Karen Davis-Jones, Stacye Markey, and Celeste Mercadel. Their visionary movement, passion, and dedication continually ignite my own creative spirit and encourage me to pursue new artistic heights.

	What key takeaways can readers expect to find in your book Black Dance in Louisiana?
	The takeaways are the historical richness of Louisiana’s Black dance practices. The key takeaway is that the origins of these practices share the same legacies as other artistic practices among people of African descent throughout the African diaspora. Each Louisiana Black dance genre was predicated on the cultures and social and political environments of its origins here. Our dance evolved as a practice specific to Black people in Louisiana.


